Lasciviousness

The Bible has many passages that condemn the sin of lasciviousness. It is mentioned as an
evil to which men surrender who are darkened in their understanding and alienated from God.
They are pictured as being past feeling and having given themselves up to this sin (Eph. 4:18,19).
This is certainly an ugly picture of a depraved class of people.

Bible writers further tell us that the wicked men in the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah were
leading lascivious lives (2 Pet. 2:7). In Gal. 5:19-21, we find a number of sins cataloged as the
"works of the flesh," among which is the sin of lasciviousness. Then we are further told that "they
who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." One does not have to be guilty of
all the sins mentioned in order to lose his inheritance, but just persist in any one of them.

What is lasciviousness? The word is translated from the Greek ‘aselgeia’ which Thayer, the
noted Greek lexicographer, says is "wanton (acts or) manners, as filthy words, indecent bodily
movements, unchaste handling of males and females." Webster defines it as "wanton; lewd;
lustful; tending to produce voluptuous or lewd emotions."

The sin of lasciviousness can be committed in thought, word, and deed. Anything that is
thought, spoken, or done that produces, or tends to produce lewd thoughts, lustful emotions, or
wanton ideas is lascivious. It can be produced by objects, pictures, or persons. It can be induced
in one person by another, the one guilty of producing it bearing responsibility with the one in
whom the sin is incited.

At this point, we usually call attention to the indecent dress of the women as that which
produces lasciviousness. And so it does, but this sin is not confined to the women. Men can be
as guilty in these matters as the women. Men ought to be as careful in their dress as the women
should be, and equally as careful of the way they talk and act. If one causes another to have an
impure, unholy thought by the way that he is dressed, by the way that he talks or acts, he is guilty
of lasciviousness. No only has his conduct been improper, but he has led another to sin. Jesus
said, " it is impossible but that offences will come; but woe unto him through whom they come"
(Luke 17:1).

The sin of lasciviousness is the sin that is involved in dancing, mixed swimming, wearing
shorts, telling suggestive jokes, speech that has a "double meaning," and the list goes on. It is no
wonder that they who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven.
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Handicapped by Pride

Those who suffer physical handicaps are, of course, limited in their ability to effectively
accomplish certain manual tasks. We sympathize with their hardships and are sensitive to their
special needs.

Sadly, there are many who — while having no physical impairment — are seriously
handicapped by their own attitudes and actions. Among the worst of these injuries is the
common malady of pride.

Consider some of the constraints that result from pride:

= Pride keeps one from accepting helpful advice and constructive criticism. Thus, the
proud man misses out on the benefits he could gain through the words of wisdom offered
by others (Proverbs 10:8).

= Pride prevents one from being corrected when he is wrong. He simply can’t accept that
something he has said or done could be in error. He feels a heavy burden to justify
himself regardless of how glaring his mistake may be. He is simply blind to his own faults
(Revelation 3:17; Galatians 6:3, 1 Corinthians 10:12).

= Pride keeps one in a continual state of strife and contention. He is forever ‘at odds’ with
someone over something (Proverbs 13:10, 28:25).

= Pride blocks confession and repentance. Both of these are essential to gaining
forgiveness (1 John 1:8-10, Luke 13:3). Therefore, the proud person continues in his sin,
ignoring the pleas of faithful brethren to turn back.

= Pride will ultimately keep one out of heaven (Mark 7:20-23).
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