Look Unto Realms Above

A principle that is important to the teaching process is stated clearly by John Milton Gregory
in his book, The Seven Laws of Teaching. Gregory says: "Since attention follows interest, it is
folly to attempt to gain attention without first stimulating interest.”

Remembering my high school days in study hall, | must agree with Gregory. | can recall
‘reading’ page after page in a book and being unable to remember a single idea from the book
because my mind was on a basketball game to be played that night. The book didn't occupy my
attention because |, at the time, wasn't interested in IT.

This gets to the heart of the problem of brethren who don't study the word of God publicly or
privately. They simply aren't interested. They are more interested in reading "Good
Housekeeping," "Newsweek:' "Reader's Digest," or "True Story" than in reading the Bible. They
are more interested in seeing what’s on TV than seeing what God has said. They are more
interested in spending time with a hobby than in spending time with God.

The apostle Paul commended the Bereans for their nobility in studying the Scriptures daily
(Acts 17:11). He told the Ephesians that they could understand the scriptures if they would read.
He then exhorted them to be not foolish but understand God's will (Eph. 3:4; 5:17).

It's not likely, though, that we'll stimulate brethren to study God's word until we interest them
in going to heaven. It may be that brethren in this country have it so good on earth that they don't
think any more about going to heaven than | did about the book | was supposedly reading in
study hall. That being true, it's no wonder the Bible doesn't occupy their attention. Brethren, we've
simply got to wake to the fact that - 70 years and it's all over here. Then what? Until we set our
hope on Christ and our affection on things above (1 John 3:3; Col. 3:1-4), the BOOK describing
those things cannot possibly hold our attention.

- by L. A. Stauffer

Be Careful, You're Bending That Twig

We are all aware of the old proverb that says, "As a twigis bent, so will it grow ,” And when
we seriously consider this, we know it is true. But it is so easy to forget this lesson. For parents)
Solomon expressed the same principle when he said, "Train up a child in the way that he should
go and when he is old he will not depart from it." (Proverbs 22:6) .

Parents, remember, you are bending that twig. One way or the other, to the right or to the left,
for better or for worse, you are determining the course of life which that child will take. Be careful,
lest you bend it in the wrong way!

Paul commanded parents to "Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord" (Eph.
6:4). This includes:

1) Train your children in morality - in clean thoughts, words, and deeds. "Wild oats" that are
practiced in childhood and adolescence cannot be productive of purity later. If you complacently
watch their immodesty in childhood, you can expect to see impurity in adulthood.

2) Train them in honesty. It is still the best policy! Help them to regard truth and fidelity as
precious qualities. Show them, by word and by example that half-.truth is only a lie and that a
man’s word should be as good as his bond.

3) Train then to respect authority, always - the policeman, the teacher, the parent, and the
Lord. If they do not learn to respect the first three, they will hardly respect the Lord either.

Your children deserve the best you can give them. They did not ask to be born, and their
destiny is not really theirs alone, but in your strong or weak will. And the best you can give them
is not just measured in education, culture, financial security, etc., but in the character which you
produce in them.

Yes, you are bending that twig. Be sure you bend it right.



- by Leslie Diestelkamp

Used Cars and Troubled Souls

It's an aggravating and frustrating thing to try to sell a used car yourself. The problem, of
course, is that those who might consider buying your car always look at it with a far more critical
eye than you do. Things that you've long ignored simply will not please a prospective buyer. That
spot on the upholstery where the kids spilled a milk shake suddenly shows up like a black eye.
And that slight roar that comes from the rusted out muffler now sounds like a semi truck. The
worn tires, the squeaky brakes, and the dull paint - everything looks and sounds worse when you
know that someone else is viewing it with a critical eye. Finally you lower your price, and end up
selling your car for a lot less than you had hoped to receive.

We wonder how many folks may suffer a similar disappointment in the final judgment. So
many things that have long been ignored will then be exposed to the Lord's scrutinizing view.
Maybe you've known for a long time that you should do something about that bad habit, the vile
language, the uncontrolled temper, the immoral deeds - but you just kept putting it off. Perhaps
you were the one who had all those good intentions about worshipping more regularly, or
studying your Bible more diligently. Or was it you who had been planning for years to speak to
your neighbor about the Lord?

In the final judgment it will be the Lord who is looking - at us! Will we end up receiving far
less than we had hoped for?
- by Greg Gwin



