What about All Those Mistakes in the Bible?

It is quite amazing to me that a common complaint made about the Bible is that it has so
many contradictions and mistakes. It is not surprising that such a charge would be made by some
unbelieving scholar who will investigate the Bible's pages and turn logic on its ear in order to
force a mistake into it here and there. The surprising part is that so many will use such alleged
mistakes as an excuse not to obey its teachings, but when asked for an example simply do not
have a single one.

Most want you to think that they have made a careful examination, and only after months of
painstaking search have reluctantly come to the conclusion that the Bible is not reliable because
of all the mistakes they have found. But when asked to show one, it is quickly apparent that no
such examination has taken place, no specific error is in mind, and it is all an excuse. "Oh, | just
heard that mistakes are in there...."

But what of the "scholar" who has investigated and does have a list of contradictions? Well,
each alleged mistake has to be treated individually. We have to consider whether it has merit, or
is just an unfair attack on the Bible by an unbeliever who is either ignorant or malicious.

There are several books that deal with such matters. If it were not so serious a matter, some
of these "mistakes" would be funny. For example, a passage which says God dwells in heaven
(Psalm 123:1) and another which says He dwells in Zion (the mount upon which the temple was
built in Jerusalem) (Psalm 9:11). He can't dwell at both places, can He? Contradiction! But only if
one ignores the omnipresence of God, a characteristic that is taught throughout the Bible. "'Do /
not fill the heaven and earth?' Saith the Lord" (Jeremiah 23:24). Yes, God can dwell in both
places, and many more.

Concerning the execution of Christ, John records the words of Jesus' enemies. In one
passage, they say, "We have a law, and by our law he ought to die" (John 19:7). But just a bit
earlier, they are recorded as saying, "It is not lawful for us to put any man to death" (John 18:31).
Another contradiction! How could the same people say both things? They could easily do so if
they were talking about two different laws, which they were. The first law they are referring to is
the law of Moses. They considered Jesus a blasphemer which was a sin for which the Law of
Moses prescribed death. However, Judah was not an independent nation at the time Jesus was
crucified. By Roman law, the Chief Priests did not have the authority to execute those they
deemed as criminals. For this reason, they had to secure the Roman governor's permission,
which they did. Once Pilate granted the permission, the roadblock of civil law was overcome and
Jesus was crucified.

There are others, but you get the picture. Rather flimsy, weren't they? How sad that so many
have heard that there are some "discrepancies” in the Bible, and use that as an excuse not to
believe, but never take the time to investigate the charge. One must not let Satan win the victory
so easily. Examine the Scriptures daily! (Acts 17:11)

- by Jon Quinn

The Bible is Understandable

The multitude of different church buildings downtown in every city stands as a sad reminder
of religious division and confusion. In man's loss of unity, he is tempted to blame God and His
word, the Bible. Men conclude that, since we do not understand the Bible, then the Bible cannot
be understood. This is a most serious and fundamental error. Furthermore, it is a personal attack
on either God's goodness or His ability to communicate to men. The Bible declares plainly that it
can be understood.

The Bible gives a man all the truth that he needs to please God: "All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works" (Il
Timothy 3:16-17). Even though we do not have the complete record of what Jesus did on earth,
we have what we need to understand, believe and be saved. "And many other signs truly did
Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book: but these are written that
ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life
through his name" (John 20:30-31). It is the truth that will make us free as Jesus said,"If ye



continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free" (John 8:31,32). Jesus has provided that truth for us today in the pages of the
Holy Bible.

It is clear from the Bible itself that God intended for us to understand and obey it. Paul said,
"Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is" (Ephesians 5:17). He
also made it clear that God's revelation of the Bible through Him could be understood upon
reading. "... How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as | wrote afore in few
words, whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)"
(Ephesians 3:4).

Some parts of the Bible are more difficult than others. Peter said, "...Even as our beloved
brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you; as also in all his
epistles speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which
they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own
destruction" (Il Peter 3:15-16). Even though it takes more study to understand some of the
scriptures, you will notice in this passage that God neither condoned or excused the error that
was taught because of Bible misunderstanding. He rather pointed out that the misusers of the
Bible brought their own destruction. People will be lost in hell because they misuse the scriptures
to teach error.

In a time of flooding religious error and misunderstanding of the Bible let us not blame God
and His word, but with great determination find the truth revealed within the pages of the Holy
Bible and unite on that truth to salvation. May God richly bless our efforts to know and do His will.

- by Dwight McGee

In Order To Be Happy . . .

I've made up my mind! | am determined to be happy!! Enough of this sadness. Away with all
this discouragement. I'm finished with dejection, depression, and despondency. No more gloom
and doom. | WILL be happy!

Now, what do | need to achieve my goal? If | am to be truly happy, I'll need

a.. Money - and plenty of it.

b.. And | must have friends - the kind that never fail, and always act just like | want.

c.. Of course, success is important; | will need to have unlimited success in every
endeavor that | undertake to do.

d.. My family will have to behave perfectly, and respond immediately to my every whim.

Surely, with all of this, | can be happy. Right? WRONG!

The wise, powerful, famous, and wealthy king Solomon sought after happiness through every
avenue known to man. The end result was "...vanity and grasping for the wind. There was no
profit under the sun.” (Eccl. 2:11).

Contrast Solomon with Paul, who lost his wealth, gave up his fame and power, and ultimately
suffered extreme persecution and imprisonment. Yet he could write, "I have learned, in
whatsoever state | am, therewith to be content" (Phil. 4:11). How could this be? Verse 13
explains; "l can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me".

It is on this basis that Paul instructs US: "Rejoice, in the Lord alway" (vs. 4). True happiness
is not found in external "things". It comes only from faithfully serving God (Eccl. 12:13, 14). Are

you happy?
- by Greg Gwin



