On A Daily Basis

A man, asked recently to describe memories of his college days twenty-five years ago,
replied, "A few big moments; many goofs, but, overall, pleasant memories."

Would these words not describe our memories of life generally? As we recall our years, there
are always the "big" moments, the emotional "highs," that we love to relish. Then there are the
"goofs," the embarrassing occasions that just keep coming back to haunt us. But, through it all,
the pleasant memories sufficiently prevail to enable us to feel generally good about life.

But, in reality, success or failure in life is not determined by the "big moments" or "the goofs."
We will not be eternally saved on the basis of a few great spiritual achievements or eternally lost
on the basis of a few gross mistakes (assuming they have been repented of). Life consists of
everyday actions and decisions, and it is these that bring ultimate success or failure, eternal
happiness or eternal damnation. "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross daily, and follow Me" (Luke 9:23).

It is one thing to express concern for our children as we talk of their future spirituality and
faithfulness. It is quite another to provide on a daily basis a spiritual atmosphere in the home, a
good example of godliness and faithfulness, consistent and loving discipline and a love for God
and respect for fellowman that are so essential to the training of our children. It's the little
impressions that are made day by day that prove to be so decisive.

It is one thing to dream of some day being appointed an elder in the church. It is quite
another thing to put forth the effort on a daily basis to learn the scriptures, to develop leadership
ability, to grow spiritually, and to live as to gain the confidence of a discerning congregation. One
does not qualify for the eldership in one big leap. It comes through daily development.

It is one thing to talk a "good line" on priorities. It is quite another thing to put God first on a
daily basis. The devil knows so many ways to test our resolve in these realms. Our intentions are
good, but, through his subtlety, he has us selling our souls for a mess of pottage or thirty pieces
of silver.

It is one thing to think that we would die for the Lord if our faith were so tested. It is quite
another thing truly to live for Him on a daily basis. Egos may be fed on the "big moments," but
true spirituality develops through daily prayer, study and meditation.

Our lesson is this. Set your goals for the future, and set them high. But recognize that it's the
little, day-by-day moments, the often forgotten moments, accumulated through the years, that
truly shape our destiny. Tomorrow's success depends upon the choices and decisions that are
made today. Make them with care.

- by Bill Hall

Too Late

Are you ever late? Late completing assignments at school or work? Late getting to work,
appointments, school or church? Are you ever too late? I've known people who got the time for
church services wrong and drove up in the parking lot just as church members were coming out
the door. I've also known people to show up for a dinner appointment just as everyone else was
finishing dessert! Now that is too late!

What makes us late? Procrastination. Laziness. Failing to recognize and value opportunities.
Poor scheduling. Not allowing for emergencies or unexpected circumstances. These are a few of
the reasons that people are late for things every day. These same factors will cause some people
to be too late when it comes to obeying the gospel.

In Matthew 25:1-13, Jesus tells a parable about ten virgins who were to participate in a
wedding feast. They all waited for the appearance of the bridegroom, but the five "foolish virgins"
had taken no oil for their lamps. Why not? Procrastination! Laziness! Poor planning! They failed to
prepare properly. Then, when the bridegroom was delayed (an unexpected circumstance), the
foolish virgins had to go out to buy oil. He came while they were out (another unexpected
occurrence), and when they returned, they were too late. They were not allowed entrance to the
wedding. Imagine their frustration, sorrow and humiliation.

Another Bible example of folks who were too late is found in Luke 19:41-44. As Jesus
approached Jerusalem, "He saw the city and wept over it." He foresaw the day when all that were



within would be destroyed and the city would be leveled to the ground, without one stone left on
top of another. Why would this happen to Jerusalem and its people? Jesus tells them that it is
"because you did not know the time of your visitation." They missed their chance.

On the judgment day, it will be too late to obey the gospel. Those who squandered
opportunities to heed and obey in this life will feel a lot like the five virgins who were shut out of
the wedding feast - very foolish indeed. They will realize that, like the people of Jerusalem, they
missed their chance. And like the children of Israel of old who disobeyed God, they will cry out in
despair "The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved!" (Jeremiah 8:20)

Don't allow that sickening feeling of despair and loss to be yours for all eternity. Life is too
short, eternity is too long, and the risk is too great to wait too late to make your life right with God.

- by Steve Klein

What Do Your Kids Think of the Church Based Upon What They

Hear from You?

Our kids learn from us. Hopefully they learn good things from the positive ideals and
examples that we set before them. Unfortunately, they definitely learn bad things from our sinful
attitudes and deeds.

| once knew of a large extended family that always gathered for Sunday dinner after the
worship services. The grandparents and parents were Christians, and there were a number of
children in the group. It so happens that this family was very negative and bitter toward various
other Christians and toward the church generally. Their family meals turned out to be regular and
constant “gripe” sessions about the congregation and the people in it.

I’'m sure you will not be surprised to know the results of this negativity on the grandchildren.
To my knowledge only one of them became a faithful Christian. I've spent some time wondering
why. There are, no doubt, a number of contributing circumstances. But, it seems certain that one
big factor was the continual bombardment of negativism that these kids received from their
parents and grandparents. After all, why would these young people want to be a part of
something that was so “bad” (by their parents’ and grandparents’ description)? Do you see it!?!

We realize that there are no perfect Christians and no perfect congregations. Problems will
come up. These problems will have to be addressed. But let’s be sure we handle these problems
as the Lord has commanded (Matthew 18:15-17), being careful to avoid all malice, hatred and
bitterness towards others (1 Peter 2:1, Colossians 3:8). And, take all precautions to shield your
children from the negative attitudes that could, potentially, hinder them from wanting to take up
their place in the Lord’s church and in His service. Think!

- by Greg Gwin



