Do You Feel Saved?
Are you saved? How do you know you are saved? "I know I am saved because I feel it in my
heart," many often say. But are the feelings of your heart the proper standard to determine your
salvation? We do not use this standard in other matters. No one says of his bank statement, "I
know it is right because I feel it in my heart," while they ignore to properly add and subtract from
their balance. No carpenter says, "I know the board is 10 feet long because I feel it in my heart" he checks the board with the proper standard, the measuring tape! But, when it comes to a
matter far more important than bank balances and board lengths - salvation - many are willing to
trust their eternal welfare to their feelings.
Can you trust the feelings of your heart to tell you whether or not you are saved? The Bible
says "No!" "He who trusts in his own heart is a fool" (Prov. 28:26), for "the way of man is not in
himself; it is not in man who walks to direct his own steps" (Jer. 10:23). "There is a way which
seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death" (Prov. 14:12). Feelings are subjective, they
change from person to person and even within the same person. Truth is objective, it remains
fixed and does not change, regardless of the person or the year.
The way you feel about salvation does not change God's truth concerning it, just as the way
you feel about math, does not change the truth of it. Whether or not you are saved is an objective
fact, not subject to the whims of how you feel from moment to moment. So how can they know
they are saved? The Scripture says, "Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your
own understanding" (Prov. 3:5).
You do not have to rely upon your own faulty and deceptive feelings concerning your
salvation. The Lord has given "the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation"
(2 Tim. 3:15). The knowledge and confidence of salvation can only come from the objective
standard of God's Word. God will judge you by His Word, not by how you feel. Jesus proclaimed,
"the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day" (John 12:48). What is your
salvation based upon? Many people feel in their heart they are saved because they have "simply
believed" in Jesus. While salvation certainly requires faith in Jesus, faith alone does not and
cannot save according to God's Word. James wrote, "You see then that a man is justified by
works, and not by faith only" (Jas. 2:24). Other people have prayed and "asked Jesus to come
into their heart" and now they feel they are saved. But nowhere does the Bible teach one must
simply pray to Jesus in order to be saved. God's Word teaches to be saved you must: hear the
gospel (Rom. 10:17); believe Jesus is the Son of God (Mk. 16:16); repent of your sins (Acts 2:38);
confess Jesus (Rom. 10:9; Acts 8:36-38) and be baptized for the remission of your sins (Acts
2:38; Mk. 16:16). Those who obey God's Word do not have to guess whether or not they are
saved based upon the feelings of their heart. They know they are saved because their salvation is
based on the unchanging Truth of God's Word.
- by Wayne Greeson
______________________________________________

Baptism Comes Before Salvation
I have been accused of over emphasizing the part baptism plays in the salvation of sinners.
In view of what the Bible teaches, I do not see how this could be possible.
There are five passages in the New Testament which mention both baptism and salvation in
the same verse (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:4; Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21). In all of these
passages, water baptism precedes the remission of sins. Do you know of a passage where the
order is reversed?
Mark 16:16 contains two conditions for salvation: faith and baptism. It also contains the
conditions for damnation: a lack of faith. If you want to know what you must do to be lost, it will tell
you -- all that is necessary is a lack of faith. If you want to know what to do to be saved from your
past sins -- it commands you to believe and be baptized.
In Acts 2:38 Peter told a group of believers to "repent, and let everyone of you be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins." Our Baptist friends often focus on the word
"for" in this passage and insist it means "because of," even though it is never translated that way
in any reputable translation of the Bible. We have to remind them that if baptism is "because of"

the remission of sins, then so is repentance. Baptism and repentance are joined by the little word
"and." Whatever one is "for" the other is "for."
After we are buried with Christ in baptism, we are raised to walk in a newness of life (Romans
6:1-4). This new life comes after baptism in water. Many preachers want to "bury" the "new man,"
since they claim the newness of life comes before our "burial."
Three days after the Lord appeared to Saul of Tarsus, Ananias told Saul to "arise and be
baptized, and wash away your sins" (Acts 22:16). Many preachers today claim Saul was saved
three days before Ananias met him. Ananias must not have known it, for he told Saul how to
"wash away" his sins. If Saul had been saved on the road as some preachers claim, he must
have been the most miserable saved man in the Bible. Saul was blind and spent three days
praying and fasting until Ananias arrived.
1 Peter 3:21 states "baptism doth also now save us." However, baptism is not the only
condition for the salvation of the alien sinner. Other requirements must be met, like faith,
repentance and love. I do not know of anything "alone" that will save a sinner, not even faith
(James 2:24).
- by David Padfield
_______________________________________________

Definitely . . . Maybe
It is always frustrating to hear news reports about recent developments in the field of science.
The wildest speculations of scientists are reported as though they were established facts. Ross
Spears has suggested this helpful glossary for interpreting the terms and phrases often used in
scientific reports:
 "It is commonly thought that . . ." -- This is what I believe and the 2 or 3 people I occasionally
talk to agree with me for the most part.
 "The literature says . . ." -- I think I read something somewhere by someone else but I can't
remember exactly and I haven't bothered to look it up.
 "It is widely known that . . ." -- This is what I've always been taught and there is no need to
question it.
 "I (or we) believe . . ." -- I think, but I'm not really sure.
 "Most certainly . . ." -- Probably.
 "Probably . . ." -- Maybe, but I wouldn't bet my house on it.
 "Maybe . . ." -- Not a chance.
 "Therefore . . ." -- My data isn't conclusive, but I have to draw a conclusion to write this paper.
 "The data is conclusive . . ." -- It sorta leads you to believe that what I'm saying might be so.
Believers should not have their faith shaken by the unfounded guesses of biased, atheistic
"scientists" who are bent on disproving the Bible. The true fact is this: No verified scientific
discovery has ever contradicted what is taught in the Word of God. Actually, scientific discoveries
have always tended to confirm rather than disprove the things that are taught in the Scriptures.
We should remember the words that Paul wrote to Timothy: ". . . keep that which is committed to
thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science (knowledge - NIV)
falsely so called" (1 Tim. 6:20).
- by Greg Gwin

