How Much Time Is Left?

A man's house was burning. At the first sign of smoke he had rushed out to buy a fire
extinguisher. Before he returned, the roof and walls had collapsed, destroying all his furnishings.

A man's doctor warned him of a bad heart condition. From the doctor's office he went
immediately to the insurance salesman, but he was refused in his attempts to provide financial
protection for his wife and children.

A man was endowed by God with a strong, healthy body. Because his appetite was stronger
than his moral convictions, he squandered his powers until dissipation brought him to weakness.
Then disease struck and without a normal reserve of strength, he could not be cured by the
surgeon of what would ordinarily have been a minor ailment.

A man had a Bible, knew the church was interested in him, had friends who regularly
encouraged him to live more with God. With consistency, he made reasons not to, while his
conscience grew fainter, and the black wrong and white right faded into medium gray. When the
critical temptation came, he was only faintly aware of it, and certainly he had no moral reserve to
resist it.

David said it this way: "For this cause everyone who is godly shall pray to You in a time when
You may be found; surely in a flood of great waters they shall not come near him" (Psalm f2:6).
Jesus said the same thing in describing the five foolish virgins (Matt. 25:1-1f).

When the operation begins, it is too late to take vitamin pills. When the battle begins, it's too
late to train the troops. When the flood waters rise, it's too late to find a rock foundation. When
Satan attacks, they can only resist who have put on their armor.

Memorize that verse now; when you need it, you won't have time. Worship God this Lord's
Day; when you need that strength, you won't have time. Repent of that sin now; when Christ
comes, you won't have time. Renew your broken connection with the Lord now; at your funeral,
you won't have time. Become a Christian now; in the judgment day you won't have time. Don't be
almost persuaded, but lost -- obey the Lord and be saved!

- by James Cooper

Attitudes in Bible Study

The right motive is essential to profitable Bible study. We must desire to learn the truth that
makes us free (John 8:31-32), to attain the wisdom that leads to salvation in Christ (2 Timothy
3:15).

The right motive is just one aspect of the right attitude in Bible study, however. Consider
three other essential components.

Open Mind

Jesus said of some students in His day, “You will indeed hear but never understand, and you
will indeed see but never perceive” (Matthew 13:14, ESV). Their problem was closed minds which
made them unteachable. We must not be afraid to admit that we are ignorant or to learn that what
we have thought is wrong. We must be willing to accept the truth, along with the changes it
requires us to make.

Willingness to Work

Have you ever said about someone, “I wish | knew the Bible as well as he or she did*? Well,
there was probably a time when that person said the same thing about someone else. Then, he
started to work. The Bible contains 66 books, 1,189 chapters, over 31,000 verses, or about
800,000 words. Obviously, no one will master all that in a few sessions! It takes work —
consistent effort over a long period of time. In fact, even the best Bible students are constantly
learning throughout their lives.

The point is, you won’t get much out of Bible study if you don’t put much into it. A hit-and-
miss approach yields little. (You can’t learn much about history or science or mathematics or



anything else that way, either.) To thoroughly learn the Bible you have to invest some time and
effort. The noble-minded Bereans ‘received the word with great eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily” (Acts 17:11). The blessed man meditates on what he reads (Psalm 1:2).

Expectation of Success

While learning the Bible might seem overwhelming at the beginning, when we break it down
into segments and approach it in a systematic way, it is really not so difficult at all.

To be sure there are some challenging parts; the Bible says so (2 Peter 3:16). Nevertheless,
it promises us that we can understand it (Ephesians 3:4). God commands us to know His will
(Ephesians 5:17), and He does not require the impossible. You can learn! Why not get started
today?

- by Frank Himmel

What Must | Do To Be Saved?
The Simple Gospel Plan of Salvation

Hear the truth — Romans 10:17
Believe the truth — Hebrews 11:6
Repent of sins — Luke 13:3
Confess faith in Jesus — Romans 10:10
Be baptized for the remission of sins — Acts 2:38

Live & serve faithfully — Revelation 2:10



